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COUNCIL  OFFICES, 
BED  WAS.  MON 

August,  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 

Bedwas  and  Machen  Urban  District  Council. 

Madam  Chairman,  Mrs.  Williams  and  Gentlemen. 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  far  the  year  1937, 
which  has  been  drawn  upon  the  lines  recommended  by  the 
Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  in  acres  — — — 6,186'338 

Population  (census  1931)  — — 9,182 

Estimated  Population  (R.G)  for  1937  — 8,462 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (including  farms  1921)  1,680 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (including  farms  1937)  2,080 
Rateable  value  — — — £28,355 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  — £105. 


Since  the  last  census  in  1931,  when  the  population  was 
9,910,  there  has  been  a decrease  of  1 418  in  our  population  ; 
equivalent  to  14‘67«.  Since  the  average  annual  birth-rate 
since  1931  has  been  16  7 and  the  average  death-rate  1P6,  it 
follows  that  this  decrease  is  due  to  emigration  from  our 
area  to  other  parts.  The  emigrants  have  chiefly  consisted 
of  men  and  their  families  who,  having  no  employment  here, 
have  found  work  elsewhere.  We  have  therefore  an 
increased  percentage  of  old  people  and  children  in 
our  population  The  Poor  I.aw  and  Educational  Rates  are 
thus  increased  and  are  borne  by  a smaller  number  of  people 
than  in  former  years.  The  only  way  to  counteract  this 
retrograde  tendency  is  to  attract  new  industries  to  our 
district  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  amplify  the 
existing  facilities  with  this  end  in  view.  The  area  is  ideal 
in  its  situation,  its  amenities  and  its  mineral  wealth  for 
many  industries  amd  the  advertisement  of  our  attractions 
might  do  much  to  prevent  our  district  from  becoming 
derelict. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


BIRTH 

RATE. 

Total 

Males  Females 

Live  Births  fLegitimate 
Ei\e  ttirtns  ^legitimate 

133 

5 

72  61 

2 3 

138 

74  64 

Giving  a birth-rate  per  1,000 
population  per  annum  of  16*3. 

of  the 

estimated  resident 

1936  15  93  1935  17  04 

1934 

16  14  1933  17  20 

Rate  for  the  County  of  Monmouthshire  (1937) — 1 5*5 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  1937  — — 1 4*9 


Still-births  j 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total  Males  Females 

8 5 3 

0 0 0 

8 5 3 


This  gives  a rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still  births)  of  54*8,  or  a 
rate  of  '94  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

1936  2L13  1935  44‘6  1934  700  1933  670 


DEATH  RATE. 

Total  Males  Females 

Deaths  from  all  causes  92  56  36 

This  gives  an  annual  death  rate  of  1 0*9  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population. 

1936  i 0*54  1935  111  1934  12  16  1933  13  7 

Rate  for  the  County  (1937)  — — 12’6 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  (1937)  — 1 2*4 


MATERNAL  DEATH  RATE. 


Deaths  from  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  — — Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes  — Nil 

The  Maternal  Death  rates  are  therefore  nil. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Ages  at  Death  of 

Children 

under  One 

Year. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 week  — 

0 

0 

0 

1 — 2 weeks  — 

1 

1 

2 

2 — 3 weeks  — 

0 

0 

0 

3 — 4 weeks  — 

0 

1 

1 

Total  under  one  month 

1 

2 

3 

1 — 3 months  — 

1 

1 

2 

3-6  „ - 

1 

1 

2 

6-9 

2 

1 

3 

9-12  „ 

2 

0 

2 

Total  under  one  year 

7 

5 

12 

Ward  Distribution  of  Deaths  of  Children  under  On*  Year. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Maesycwmmer  — 

1 

2 

3 

Redwas  — 

1 

0 

1 

Tre-Thomas  — 

4 

3 

7 

Machen  — 

1 

0 

1 

These  figures  give  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  86'9  per 
thousand  live  births.  This  rate  is  very  high  as  compared 
with  the  rates  for  the  County  and  for  the  Country.  More 
than  half  the  deaths  took  place  in  the  T re-Thomas  Ward, 
and,  as  I state  later  on  in  my  report  under  Tuberculosis  and 
Pneumonia,  this  ward  is  a very  true  illustration  of  the  effect 
of  continued  unemployment  on  the  health  of  the  people. 
Much  can  be  done,  however,  if  all  mothers  would  attend 
the  Infant  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  which  is  held  at 
Tre-Thomas  every  Monday. 


Rate  for  the  County  (1937) 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  (1937) 


All  the  Infant  Deaths  were  of  legitimate  children 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  — 

Measles  — — 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  — 

, „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  — 


The  causes  of  Death  for  1937  were  : — 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  — — 

Nephritis  — — — 

Premature  Birth  — — 

Senility  — — — 

Other  Violence  — — — 

Other  Defined  Diseases  — — 

Diabetes  — — — 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  — — 

Heart  Disease  — — — 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  — 

Bronchitis  — — — 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  — — 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  — 

Peptic  Ulcer  — — — 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  — — 

Appendicitis  — — — 

Whooping  Cough  — — 

Influenza  — — — 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 
Other  Tuberculosis  — — 

Cancer  — — — 

Total 


Males 


1 

1 

1 

4 

5 

2 

1 

9 

3 

1 

8 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

5 
I 

6 
56 


63  9 
580 


6 

Nil 


1 

2 


Females 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1 

2 

9 

2 

1 


1 

6 

3 

36 


SECTION  B. 


General  Provisions  of  the  Health  Service. 

1.  The  Medical  Officer  (part  time). 

2.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time) 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home, 

(a)  There  are  three  fully  trained  nurses,  engaged  by  local 
Nursing  Associations,  to  provide  professional  nursing  in 
the  Home.  One  nurse  serves  the  Machen  Ward,  one 
the  Bedwas  and  Tre-Thomas  Wards,  and  the  other  the 
Maesycwmmer  Ward.  All  Associations  are  supported 
by  voluntary  Contributions. 

(b)  For  1 nfectious  cases  — none 

Diphtheria  Anti  toxin  is  provided  by  the  Council  for 
cases  nursed  in  their  homes. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  are  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

Hospitals. 

There  are  no  Hospitals  subsidised  by  the  Local 
Authority.  Infectious  Cases  that  cannot  be  satisfactorily 
isolated  in  their  own  homes  are  sent,  by  arrangement,  to  the 
Allteryn  Hospital,  Newport,  or  to  the  Isolation  Hospitals  of 
Gellygaer  Council  or  Bedwellty  Council. 

During  the  year  1 case  was  sent  to  Newport,  1 to 
Gellygaer  and  2 to  Bedwellty. 

The  isolation  of  Smallpox  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County 
Council  and  Hospitals  are  provided  at  Llanfoist, 
Abergavenny,  and  The  Beeches,  Pontypool. 

Tuberculosis  patients  are  sent  to  the  'Tuberculosis 
Officer  at  the  Tre-Thomas  and  Fleur-de-Lys  clinics  where 
he  attends  monthly,  or  to  the  Institute,.  Pontllanfraith, 
where  he  attends  twice  weekly.  Cases  needing  sanitorium 
treatment  are  sent  to  the  various  sanitoria  in  Wales. 

Hospitals  available  for  general  purposes  are  The 
Royal  Infirmary,  Cardiff,  and  the  Royal  Gwent  Hospital, 
Newport. 


The  Caerphilly  Miners’  Hospital  is  maintained  by  the 
miners  and  the  unemployed  ; the  men  and  their  dependants 
are  admitted  there. 

Aberbargoed  Hospital  also  receives  workers  living  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  area 

The  Public  Assistance  Hospitals  at  Tredegar, 
Caerleon,  and  Pontypool  receive  cases  from  the  district. 

There  are  no  Institutions  provided  for  maternity  cases, 
married  or  unmarried,  but  complicated  obstetric  cases  are 
received  at  Glossop  Terrace,  Cardiff,  and  the  Royal  Gwent 
Hospital,  Newport. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  provided  by 
the  County  Council  at  Tre  Thomas  for  the  lower  part  of 
the  area  and  at  Fleur-de-Lys  for  the  Maesycwmmer  Ward. 

The  Clinic  for  Venereal  Diseases  is  held  at  the  Royal 
Gwent  Hospital,  Newport. 


Midwives. 

Under  the  powers  given  them  by  the  Midwives  Act 
1936,  the  County  Council  appointed,  towards  the  end  of  the 
year,  one  salaried  midwife  to  each  ward.  There  are  also 
2 independent  midwives  practising  in  the  Tre-Thomas  and 
Bedwas  wards. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Council  provides  an  ambulance  free  of  charge  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district ; the  collieries  have  their  own 
ambulance  for  the  removal  of  accident  cases  from  pit  to 
home  or  hospital  Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  removed 
in  the  ambulance  of  the  hospital  to  which  they  are  sent. 


SECTION  D, 


HOUSINC. 

1.— Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspect- 
ed for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts).  — — — 25 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the 
purpose  — — — — 40 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 

under  sub  head  (1)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  — — — Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose  _ — — — Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 
a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  — — 2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceeding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

lit  for  human  habitation  — — 25 

2 —Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  notice  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  — — 20 

3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  23 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1930.  — Nil 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  — — Nil 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 


(a)  By  Owners  — — Nil 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owner  — — — Nil 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  1 lealth  Acts  : - 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  — — — 25 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  25 

(a)  By  owners  — — — 25 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  — — — Nil 

(C)  Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930.  — — — Nil 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  — Nil 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  — Nil 

(D)  Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930.  — — — — Nil 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  — — Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit. — — Nil 


SECTION  F. 


Prevalence  of.  and  control  over,  Infeotfous  and  other 

Diseases. 


Notification?.  — A comparison  of  the  rates  per  1,CC0  of  the 
populate  n received  for  ti  e year  is  a 
follows  : — 

England  Bedwas  & Machen 

and  Wales  Urban  District 


Smallpox 

— 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

2-33 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 49 

Enteric  Fever 

0 05 

Erysipelas 

— 

0-37 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 .36 

0 

177 

023 

0 

0 12 
1-42 


During  the  year  none  of  the  following  'diseases  was 
notified  : — 

Smallpox 
Cholera 
Enteric  Fever 
• Typhus 

Cerebro -spinal  Meningitis 

Malaria 

Dysentery 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Scarlet  Fever.  15  cases  of  this  endemic  disease  weie  noti- 
fied during  the  year.  All  cases  were  of  a 
mild  type  but  owing  to  difficulties  in 
isolating  at  home  4 of  the  cases  were  ren  ove d 
to  hospital 

An  anti -toxin  is  provided  for  use  in  severe 
cases. 

The  numbers  of  notifications  in  previous 
years  are  : — 

1936  : 19  1935  : 39  1934  : 52 

Pneumonia.  Although  only  12  cases  were  notified,  8 
deaths  occured  frcm  this  disease  during  1937. 
This  gives  the  extremely  high  case-mortality 
rate  of  66'b 


The  Ward  distribution  of  the  deaths  from 
pneumonia  is  as  follows  : — 

Maesycwmmer  1 Bedvvas  4 

Tre-Thomas  3 Machen  Nil. 

All  deaths  were  of  males.  The  form  of  the 
disease  must  have  been  of  the  virulent  type 
or  else  resistance  of  the  sufferers  was  at  a low 
ebb.  Regarding  the  latter  it  is  of  interest  to 
note  that  7 of  the  8 deaths  took  place  in  the 
two  wards  in  which  unemployment  is  highest 


Diphtheria.  Only  2 cases  of  this  disease  were  notified 
during  the  year  ; this  is  the  lowest  on  record. 
Both  cases  had  not  been  immunized 
Immunization  has  undoubtedly  played  the 
major  part  in  reducing  the  average  yearly 
number  of  notifications  from  35  for  the  years 
1928- 1935  to  3 for  the  years  1936  and  1937. 

Immunization  which  is  done  in  the  bulk,  by 
the  School  Medical  Officers  was  not  done 
during  the  year  but  they  will  again  start 
doing  it  in  1938. 

1 have  immunized  a few  cases  who  applied 
to  me  dining  the  year. 


Puerperal  Fever.  2 cases  were  notified,  but  no  deaths 
occurred. 


Erysipelas.  One  case  of  a mild  type  was  notified. 

Cancer.  This  malignant  disease  accounted  for  6 

Deaths.  The  organs  affected  were  : — 

Colon  2 

Lung  1 

Stomach  1 


Small  intestine  1 
Tongue  1 


OPTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 


Cases 

Vision 

impaired 

Vision 

unim- 

paired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Noti- 

fied 

Treated 

At 

Home 

In 

Hos- 

pital 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Incidence  of  notifiable  Diseases  for  the  years  1928-1937. 
(Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  anti  Pneumonia). 


Year 

Total 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Pneu- 

monia 

1928 

64 

3 

1 

13 

39 

1929 

151 

18 

33 

68 

36 

1930 

88 

14 

15 

30 

25 

1931 

94 

3 

39 

28 

24 

1932 

85 

13 

6 

47 

27 

1933 

104 

13 

28 

41 

30 

1934 

123 

10 

52 

27 

32 

1935 

101 

21 

39 

28 

23 

1936 

41 

3 

19 

4 

13 

1937 

32 

5 

15 

2 

12 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Period 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M . 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

1 

1 

5 

3 

10 

15 

1 

2 

20 

I 

1 

1 

25 

1 

2 

3 

1 

35 

1 

45 

3 

55 

2 

1 

65  &up 

Totals 

2 

3 

5 

0 

5 

6 

1 

3 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
during  the  year  1937. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

4 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

12 

Nil 

8 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Pyrexia 

2 

1 

Nil 

Total 

32 

5 

8 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 
Age  Incidence  for  the  year  1937. 


0 

i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65 

Age  Period 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

up 

i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65 

f- 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

2 

5 

4 

2 

1 

15 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

12 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Puer’ral  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

8 

4 

1 

5 

0 

3 

1 

32 

WARD  DISTRIBUTION 
For  the  year  1937. 


Disease 

Maesv- 

cwmmer 

Bed  was 

Tre- 

Thomas 

Machen 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

3 

0 

3 

15 

Diphtheria 

0 

7 

0 

0 

2 

Pneumonia 

2 

b 

4 

0 

12 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

'Total 

12 

12 

5 

3 

32 

Vital  Statistics  for  Bedwas  & Machen  Urban  District 
for  the  Years  1928  — 1937. 


u> 

0 2 

Births 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to 
District. 

Under  1 year 

At  all  ages. 

Year 

« « 0 

■3  rt 

D-E^ 

U- 

<u 

e 

0) 

4-* 

a3 

u> 

t) 

X> 

O 

l~  V- 

<U 

.Q 

ci 

£ 5 •a 
"E 

3 

z 

0i 

E 

3 

z 

o.'-0 

n3  3 

E 

3 

z 

■*-> 

o3 

0* 

1928 

9,631 

231 

25  5 

28 

121  2 

113 

12  5 

1929 

9,674 

174 

180 

14 

671 

114 

1 1 78 

1950 

9,674 

207 

21-4 

14 

67i 

115 

11  88 

1931 

9,910 

190 

20-0 

12 

645 

98 

10-6 

1932 

8,949 

132 

14-7 

11 

833 

109 

12-1 

1933 

8,878 

153 

17*2 

10 

65’4 

122 

13  7 

1934 

8.794 

143 

16  1 

11 

762 

122 

12  16 

1935 

8,804 

150 

17  1 

10 

67  1 

98 

111 

1936 

8,724 

139 

15  9 

6 

43'2 

92 

10-54 

1937 

8,462 

138 

16  3 

12 

86  9 

92 

109 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

WARD  DISTRIBUTION  during  1937. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Ward 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

I’ulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Maesycwmmer 

Bedwas 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Tre-lhomas 

Machen 

2 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

Of  the  15  deaths  from  tuberculosis  4 had  not  been 
previously  notified  One  case  was  discovered  post  mortem, 
another  at  operation  and  the  medical  practitioners 
concerned  gave  satisfactory  explanations  for  their  failure  to 
notify  in  the  other  2 cases  The  ratio  of  un-notified  cases 
to  notified  cases  is  (based  on  these  death  figures)  as  1 is  to  3. 

Tuberculosis  appears  to  be  increasing  in  the  district  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  10  new  cases  notified  is  the  lowest 
number  to  be  notified  for  some  years.  When  it  is  realised 
that  the  15  deaths  represent  a crude  annual  death-rate 
of  1 77  per  thousand  of  the  population  and  that,  of  those 
15  ; 14  were  between  the  ages  of  15  and  55  years  it  will  be 
seen  that  we  must  use  every  means  m our  power  to  check 
the  incidence  of  this  scourge  which  attacks  our  people  when 
they  should  be  in  the  very  prime  of  life. 

The  King  Edward  VI 1 Welsh  National  Memorial  Asso- 
ciation, who  are  responsible  for  the  care  and  treatment  of 
tuberculous  patients  in  our  area,  are  doing  all  in  then  power 
in  this  matter  and  are  doing  very  able  and  excellent  work. 
The  medical  practitioners  are  also  co-operating  to  the 
fullest  extent  and  are  referring  every  doubtful  case  to  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  for  examination.  It  is  the  people  them- 
selves who  should  now  make  the  effort  by  going  to  receive 
medical  advice  at  the  very  onset  of  failing  health.  'I  he 
great  majority  of  people  in  our  disti  ict  receive  their  medical 
attention  either  through  the  National  llealth  Insurance  or 
through  the  ‘club”  or  ‘‘poundage”  system  and  they  can  seek 
the  advice  of  their  doctor  without  additional  cost.  1 would 
urge  everyone  to  be  periodically  examined  so  that  cases  of 
tuberculosis  can  be  caught  in  its  early  stages  when  it  is 


definitely  curable.  So  often  do  cases  come  for  treatment 
only  when  the  disease  has  incapacitated  them  from  work 
and  is  in  an  advanced  state.  The  suicidal  and  pievalent 
mental  reaction  of  the  majoiity  of  the  public  is  that 
tuberculosis  is  something  unclean,  something  to  hide  and 
something  that  carries  a stigma  with  it.  This  attitude  must 
be  eradicated.  Unfortunately  responsible  people,  and  even 
some  government  departments  do  much  to  foster  this  fear 
of  being  examined  for  tubei culosis.  A case  came  to  my 
notice  recently  of  a man  aged  20  years  who  had  been  in  the 
police  force  for  one  year.  While  on  holiday  in  this  district 
he  came  under  the  care  of  a practitioner  and  was  found  to 
be  suffering  from  a respiratory  complaint  which  occasionally, 
if  not  carefully  looked  after,  leads  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
Purely  as  a preventative  measure  the  practitioner  referred 
him  to.the  Tuberculosis  Officer  who,  in  the  same  precaution- 
ary way,  ordered  him  to  have  3 months  rest.  At  the  < nd  of 
the  3 months  he  was  again  examined,  physically,  bacterio- 
logically  and  radiographically  and  v\  as  proi  ounced  to  be 
absolutely  fit  and  free  from  any  disease.  The  man  reported 
back  for  duty  but  was  informed  that  on  medical  grounds  his 
services  were  dispensed  with.  He  has  now  joined  the 
already  too  big  army  of  unemployed.  If  we  want  to  make 
headway  in  the  eradication  of  tuberculosis  this  state  of 
affairs  must  most  emphatically  be  altered.  No  young  person 
will  willingly  consent  to  take  precautionary  measures 
against  this  disease  if  by  so  doing  they  are  going  to  lose 
their  employment. 


Of  the  15  deaths,  9 occurred  in  Trethomas  ward  and  4 
in  the  Bed  was  ward  Again,  with  this  disease,  we  find  that 
the  greatest  toll  is  taken  in  the  wards  where  unemployment 
is  most  rife.  The  town-planning  of  the  older  part  of 
Trethomas  is  also,  in  my  opinion,  a factor  in  the  high 
tubercular  death-rate  in  that  area  There  we  have  streets 
composed  of  opposing  rows  of  quite  well-built  houses,  apart 
from  the  complete  absence  of  bath-rooms,  which  are  airless 
and  receive  very  little  sun.  The  streets  cannot  breathe  and 
the  outlook  from  the  houses  in  them  is  depressing  and 
dreary  How  much  healthier  the  area  would  be  if  it  had 
been  built  from  an  aesthetic  and  sanitary  standpoint  rather 
than  with  the  view  of  squeezing  as  many  houses  as  possible 
into  the  smallest  space. 


A great  number  of  tuberculosis  patients  in  the  district 
refuse  to  enter  hospital  and  sanatoria  consequently  the  risk 
of  the  disease  spreading  is  increased  owing  to  their  being 
nursed  at  home. 

May  I in  conclusion,  thank  you  for  your  continued 
support  and  your  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  ready  and 
willing  co-operation  in  all  matters  appertaining  to  the 
health  of  the  district. 

1 am  afraid  that  I have  rather  stressed  the  question  of 
unemployment  in  the  foregoing  report  but  it  is  disheartening 
when  the  great  amount  of  good  that  is  being  done  by  the 
provision  of  houses,  recreational  facilities,  clinics  of  various 
kinds,  free  milk,  free  infant  foods,  road  improvements,  and 
many  other  things  is  neutralised  by  this  moral,  physical  and 
character-eating  cancer  of  enforced  idleness, 

1 am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CECIL  E.  P.  DAVIES. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1Q37.' 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

The  district  is  supplied  by  the  Rhymney  Valley  Water 
Board  ; the  supply  is  ample  and  of  good  quality. 

DRAINACE. 

There  are  still  ten  pail  closets  within  the  area  which 
are  cleansed  by  the  occupiers 

The  Rhymney  River  and  its  confluents  are  free  from 
sewage  pollution  as  far  as  this  area  is  concerned. 

8CN00L8. 

Up  to  the  end  of  July  there  were  four  Elementary  and 
one  Secondary  Schools  in  the  district ; In  July  the  Secondary 
School  at  Maesycwmmer  was  closed  down,  the  pupils  going 
back  after  the  Summer  Holidays  to  the  new  school  built  in 
the  Aberbargoed  area  of  the  Bedwellty  Urban  District. 

Their  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  are  satisfact- 
ory. 


RAC  FLOCK  ACT8,  1911-192* 

There  is  no  Rag  Flock  manufactured,  used  or  sold  in 
the  district. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUCS  ACT. 

All  work  under  this  Act  is  administered  by  the  County 
Council, 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 


National  Rat  Week,  1937. 

Rat  week  was  held  from  November  1st  to  the  6th  as 
instructed. 

As  in  previous  years  a man  was  employed  for  the  week 
at  the  refuse  tip  where  six  thousand  baits  were  laid.  A 
large  percentage  was  taken  and  dead  rats  were  afterwards 
seen  and  disposed  of.  At  the  Co  operative  Wholesale 
Society  Ltd..  Abattoir  Maesycwmmer  a thousand  baits  were 
laid  with  excellent  results. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT, 

As  reported  in  previous  years  the  number  of  Workshops 
and  Workplaces  remain  the  same.  Visits  were  paid 
periodically  during  the  year,  and  they  are  in  a cleanly  state. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED-BUC8. 

Eradication  of  bed-bugs  in  council  houses  is  carried  out 
by  the  surveyor  and  his  staff  Ten  council  houses  were 
disinfested  during  the  year.  Occupiers  and  owners  of  21 
privately  owned  houses  were  suppled  with  materials  for 
their  disinfestation 

Help  and  advice  were  given  and  Flypic,  Zaldecide, 
Disinfectant  Powder  and  Izal  were  supplied  for  the  purpose. 

Methods  employed  for  ensuring  tha t the  belongings  of 
tenants  are  free,  from  vermin  before  removal  to  Council 
Houses  — — — NIL 

Measures  taken  by  wav  of  supervision  or  education 
of  tenants  to  prevent  infestation  or  re  infestation  after 
cleansing  — — — — NIL 


SWIMMINC  BATH8. 

There  is  one  orivatelv  owned  swimming  bath  in  the 
Maesycwmmer  Ward  which  is  open  to  the  public.  The 
satisfactory  condition  of  the  water  is  ensured  by  the  use 
of  a Filtration  Plant  manufactured  and  installed  by  the 
Pulsometer  Engineering  Co  , Ltd.,  London  and  Reading. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 


Four  slaughter  houses  are  in  regular  use,  three  are 
visited  at  irregular  intervals  and  the  other  owned  by  the 
Co-operati ve  Wholesale  Society  Ltd.,  is  visited  at  regular 
times  from  Monday  to  Friday  inclusive.  Butchers'  shops 
are  also  visited  at  irregular  intervals. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned, 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows, 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 
and 
1 ambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2.237 

■494 

1,061 

15,194 

5,192 

Number  inspected 

1,677 

348 

795 

1 1,394 

3,894 

All  di«eases  except 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  wai  condemned 

207 

133 

15 

556 

92 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

1 2 34 

38-22 

1 88 

488 

2.36 

Tuberculosis  onlv 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

lb 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

97 

63 

Nil 

Nil 

114 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

519 

18  1 

Nil 

Nil 

2-95 

During  the  year  11,610  lbs.  of  beef;  240  lbs.  of  pork 
and  14,963  lbs.  of  offals  were  destroyed  being  unfit  for 
human  food.  Total  — 12  tons,  1 cwt,  21  lbs. 


FOODS  STORES. 


As  a result  of  visits  the  following  food  was  destroyed, 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption  25  tins  of  Fish,  45  tins 
of  bottled  and  tinned  foods,  125  lbs.  of  Bacon,  11  tins  of 
cooked  meat,  9 tins  of  Fruit  and  18  tins  of  other 
commodities. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER  1926. 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  are  visited  and  utensils 
inspected  both  on  th^  premises  and  in  the  street  at  irregular 
intervals  and  advice  given  as  to  sterilisation  of  utensils  and 
straining  of  milk 

Thirty-one  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  for 
examination  by  the  County  Pathologist.  This  includes  four 
samples  taken  from  the  four  Council  Schools  in  the  district, 

Of  the  thirty  one  samples,  thirteen  gave  highly 
satisfactory  results  whilst  eighteen  we  re  not  up  to  the 
standard  required.  Each  of  the  purveyors  from  whom 
samples  were  taken  was  informed  of  the  County  Patholo- 
gist’s remarks  and  in  the  cases  of  those  whose  samples  were 
not  up  to  the  standard  both  purveyors  and  producers  were 
asked  to  take  more  care  in  the  handling  of  the  milk. 

LECI8LATI0N  IH  FORCE  (LOCAL  ACTS,  BYELAWS,  Etc,) 

Regulations  in  force  in  the  area 

1.  (a)  Local  Act:-  Bedwas  and  Maclien  Urban  District 

Council  Act.  1917. 

(b)  Adoptive  Acts:-  Part  111  Public  Health  (Amend- 
ment Act),  1890. 

2.  Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

3.  Section  50  of  the  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1907. 

Bye-Laws — 1:  New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

2.  Nuisances. 

3.  Removal  of  House  Refuse. 

4.  Slaughterhouses. 


SCAVENCINC. 


The  collection  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  by  direct 
labour  throughout  the  area  with  the  exception  of  the 
Gellihaf  District  of  the  Maesycwmmer  Ward  which  is 
carried  out  bv  contract,  in  a satisfactory  manner  by  the 
surveyor  and  his  staff. 


HOUSINe. 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

Of  the  houses  overcrowded  in  1936  there  are  now  8 still 
overcrowded  with  3 new  cases  discovered  during  the  year 
Two  houses  were  represented  for  demolition  during  the  year. 
Tenders  for  30  houses  have  been  accepted  and  building 
commenced  to  rehouse  the  occupants  of  the  remaining 
houses  condemned  under  the  Housing  Act  1930,  together 
with  tenants  of  the  12  back-to-back  houses.  These  can  then 
be  made  into  through  houses. 


'"©MX®" 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

1-  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaoee. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

Inspect- 

ions. 

(2) 

Written 

notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

pros- 

ecuted 

(4) 

Factories  (including 

Factory  Laundries) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Workshops  (including 

Workshop  Laundries) 

45 

Nil 

Nil 

Workplaces  (other  than 

Outworkers  premises 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

60 

Nil 

Nil 

0 5 0 


nj"  5: 

2 P CD 

5.R  S- 

05  o. 

-t  3 

g-p  n 

-1  13 

'_ao 

o 

O CD 


*■  J 3 

O*  5 

►4?  n 
2co 
n a-33 

(t  5'! 

“crq  g 

C 0 n> 

rt> 


- CD 


-J 

O 


3*  j- 

o 3 

X)  £ 
co  «-»■ 
►n 

•-1  o 
p -i 
3 

CD  CD 

^ £L 
o 5 

*-h  3T 


X-  CD 
CD 

*-t 

m2. 

CD  p 
O <--t- 

£•  S' 

oa? 


CL  ji) 

3 

3 a 


CD 

crq 

Si 

o 

o 

n 

r - 

•D 

P 

f-t- 

o’ 

3 


C 

3 

Q. 

CD 

— t 

Cfq 

*-t 

O 

3 

3 

a 

cr 

p 

CD 

3* 

O 

c 


CD 

3 

O 

CD 

CO 

3 

3 • 

a 

CD 


cr 

CD 

■n 

p 

o 


p 

3 

a 


C/3 

P 

3 


> 

n 

o 

o 

3 

o 

CL 
P 
<— ►• 

o’ 

3 


P 

3 


2 

E. 

to 

p 

3 

O 

O 

CO 


CD 

*-* 

O 

-5 

o 


p p 


a. 

<rc 


3 

o 


CD 

*0 

P 


3 3 


p o 

cr  aT 

cT  3. 


C ? 


3 

P 

aq 

CD 


O 

o 


<« 

cd* 

3 

ST 

*-*■ 

5’ 


* 

c 


o 

CD 


C 

3 

CL 

CD 


O 

cT 

p 


5T.  cd 

3 

5 7 

” | 

o’ 


CD 

P 


> 

O 


3“ 

O 

■o 

cn 

> 

o 


CD  O 


a 

CD 


CD 

O 


| I I I 1 


O 

O' 

p 

•n 

co 


to 


O 


PO 

CD 

3 

CD 

a 

o’ 

CL 


¥Z 


. CD 


: 3 2 
• co  CD 

X3  CL 


z 

r“ 

3 

cr 

CD 


C 

CD 

CD1 

O 


CD  ID 

*n  *-i  _ 

r»  o 0 

~-a>  1 

3 n < , 

£ c “ : 


=S 


' Z 

C 

: 3 

• o* 

(D 


c g 

CD  to 

a 


O -i 
3*  £> 


Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Outwork  In  Unwholosome  Premises 
Section  108. 


Nature  of  Work. 
(1) 

Instances 

(2) 

Notices 

Served 

(3) 

Prosecut- 

ions 

W 

Wearing  Apparel  : — 

Making,  etc.  — — — 

Cleaning  and  washing  — 

Household  linen  — — — 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets  — 

Curtain  and  Furniture  hangings 
Furniture  and  upholstery 
Electro-plate  — — — 

File  making  — — — 

Brass  and  brass  articles 
Fur  pulling  — — — 

Cables  and  chains  — — — 

Anchors  and  grapnels  — — 

Cart  gear  — — — 

Locks,  latches  and  keys 
Llmbrellas,  etc.  — — — 

Artificial  flowers  — — — 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets  — — 

Tents  - — — 

Sacks  — — — — 

Racquets  and  Tennis  balls  — 

Paper,  etc.,  boxes,  paper  bags 
Brush  making  — — 

Pea  picking  — — — 

Feather  sorting  — — 

Carding,  etc.,  of  buttons  etc. 

Stuffed  toys  — — — 

Basket  making  — — 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats  - 

Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers. 

Christmas  stockings,  etc. 

Textile  weaving  — — 

Lampshades 

Total 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done:  — 

Routine  Inspection,  Visits  and  Revisits  — 764 

Nuisances  abated  without  service  of  notice  — 228 

Houses  inspected  for  Housing  Act  (Overcrowding)  1936  20 

Overcrowding  abated  — — — 12 

Preliminary  notices  served  and  letters  written  95 

Statutory  notices  served  by  authority  — 2 

Pail  closets  converted  into  Water  Closets  — 3 

House  drainage  improved  and  ventilated  — 4 

Houses  connected  to  sewer  — — 3 

Houses  or  parts  of  houses  cemented  — 4 

Infectious  cases  notified  — — — 42 

Houses  disinfected  and  disinfectants  given  — 89 

Houses  cleansed  and  fumigated  — — 12 

Paved  areas  repaired  — — — 4 

Broken  Closet  Pans  replaced  — — 6 

Flush  replaced  and  renewed  — — 93 

Removals  to  Hospital  — — — 4 

Houses  put  into  reasonable  state  of  repair  — 12 

Houses  supplied  with  water  — — 1 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  — — 5 

Choked  Drains  cleared  — — — 4 

Representations  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  II  2 
Milk  samples  taken  — — — 31 

Shutes  repaired  — — — 41 

Representations  under  Section  II,  Housing  Act.  1936  2 

Houses  measured  to  ascertain  “permitted  numbers” 

under  Housing  Act,  1936  165 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

THOMAS  JONES, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


